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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blyth  and  Cuckney  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  iny  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  your  District  for  1920. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Tiie  population  of  the  District,  according  to  the  Census 
of  1911,  was  4,956. 

The  present  population  is  estimated  hy  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  he  4,T64. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  agriculture 
and  mining,  and  it  appears  evident  from  the  Coal  Pits  sunk  to 
the  Aorth  West  of  the  District,  that  this  District  will  become 
more  and  more  a Coal  Mining  District  as  time  goes  on. 

Sinking  operations  were  in  progress  prior  to  the  War 
within  the  District,  and  these  were  suspended  during  the  whole 
of  the  War,  being  recommenced  in  1919. 

At  the  x)resent  time  there  are  in  connection  with  the  Col- 
liery sunk  within  this  District  24  temporary  buildings,  ^ in 
addition  to  16  houses,  occnjned,  and  the  work  of  erecting 
houses  is  progressing  very  quickly. 

The  chara^er  of  the  District,  particularly  on  the  north 
side,  is  likely  to  change  in  the  very  near  future,  and  the  occu- 
pation of  the  District,  which  to-day  is  chiefly  agriculture,  will 
change  to  mining. 
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The  land  is  geologically  placed  on  tlie  magnesian  limestone 
formation  to  the  West,  where  Styrrnp,  (Jldcotes,  Carlton,  and 
Langwith  are  situate;  and  Jllyth,  Carburton,  Welbeck  and 
Cuckney  to  the  East  are  chiefly  on  the  new  red  sandstone. 

The  Western  boundary  is  joined  to  the  West  Eiding  of 
Yorkshire  and  to  Derbyshire. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  1U8 
— 55  males  and  53  females.  This  number  includes  8 illegiti- 
mate births.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of  22. G,  which  is  an  im- 
provement on  that  of  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  only  16. T. 
The  birth-rate,  however,  is  lower  than  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  which  was  25.4. 


MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered,  including  those  of 
former  residents  occurring  in  Institutions  outside  the  District, 
was  65 — 31  males  and  34  females.  This  gives  a death-rate  of 
14.4,  which  is  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  also 
higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  only  12.4. 
Of  the  65  deaths,  23  were  of  persons  oA^er  70  years  of  age,  and 
8 were  over  60. 


The  death-rate  from  Phthisis  Avas  -2. 
Erom  other  Tuberculous  Diseases,  -4. 
The  ZAunotic  death-rate  Avas  '4. 


The  folloAAung  Avere  the  principal  .causes  of  death  : — 


Scarlet  EeAmr,  1. 

Whooping  Cough,  1. 
PulmonarA^  Tuberculosis,  1. 
Tuberculosis  Meningitis,  2. 
Cancer,  Malignant  tfisease,  7. 
Bronchitis,  6. 

Other  Eespiratory  Diseases,  2. 
Yephritis  & Bright’s  Di  sease, 3 


Parturition,  1. 

Accident, 

Eheumatic  I’eA'er,  1. 
Organic  Heart  Disease,  5. 
Pneumonia  (all  forms),  3. 
Senile  Decay,  11. 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  6. 
DAAsentrv,  1. 


The  remaining  deaths  call  tor  no  special  remarks. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


There  were  8 deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year— four  of 
these  being  illegitimate.  This  number  gives  a death-rate  of 
74  per  1,000  births,  and  is  less  than  that  of  England  and  Wales, 
which  Avas  80. 
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The  following  were  the  eausewS  and  ages  : — 

l^neunionia,  aged  11  months.  Premature  Birth,  1 day. 

Bronchitis,  aged  5 weeks.  ,,  ,,  hours. 

,,  aged  2 montlis.  ,,  ,,15  hours. 

,,  aged  5 niontlis  Inanition,  (i  jiours. 

IN  one  of  the  above  deaths  were  due  to  })reventab]e  causes. 

Owing  to  the  sliortage  of  luibou]*  in  the  chief  ocauipation  of 
the  District,  namely,  agriculture,  and  to  the  good  wages  paid 
in  the  Collieries  in  the  surrounding  Districts,  there  has  been 
during  the  j)ast  year  i)ractically  no  unenij)loyment,  and  as  a 
result,  so  far  as  1 am  aware,  lh)oi‘  Law  Kelief  has  not  been 
applied  tor.  If  relief  lias  been  given  the  amount  has  been 
Tiegligible. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. 

Blyth  • — AYitli  tlie  exce})tion  of  IT  houses  within  this 
Parish  the  whole  of  the  property  obtains  the  supply  from  a 
boring  in  the  red  sandstone,  the  supply  being  made  by,  and 
the  undertaking  belonging  to.  Major  Willey. 

The  depth  of  the  well  in  this  instance  is  200  ft.,  and  the 
Waterworks  consist  of  a Water  Tower  with  a capacity  of 
25,000  galls. 

Tlie  water  supx)Iy  of  the  remaining  houses  not  supplied 
from  the  Waterworks  is  drawn  from  shallow  wells. 

Tlie  character  of  the  water  from  the  Waterworks  is  very 
good  and  the  supply  is  constant. 

Carlton.— The  number  of  houses  in  this  Parish  is  ajiproxi- 
mately  260,  the  water  for  wliicli  is  derived  throughout  from 
shallow  wells. 

A jiroposal  to  obtain  a supiilv  for  this  Parish  from 
AV  orksop  Urban  District  was  under  consideration  a tew  years 
ago.  Owing  to  the  then  excessUe  price,  it  was  decided  to 
defer  the  carrying  out  of  this  work. 

It  is  anticipated  in  tlie  very  near  future.  Colliery  deAmloii- 
nients  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  Parish  will  take  place, 
and  it  is  partly  on  tliis  account  tliat  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work  has  been  deferred  ])endiiig  tlie  introduction  of  the 
necessary  rateable  value  into  the  District,  which  would  enable 
tlie  carrying  out  of  tliis  work  without  casting  an  undue  burden 
on  the  rates.  The  rateable  value  of  this  District  is  so  small 
that  the  cost  of  carrying  out  any  Water  Sclieme  to-day  is 
practically  'iTr’ohibitive. 
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It  is  desirable  that  a siip])!}'  slioiild  be  provided  from 
Worksop,  or  from  a well  in  the  sandstone,  because,  lying  on 
the  magnesian  limestone,  tlie  water  is  very  hard  and  liable  to 
pollution  tlirougli  tlie  fissures  of  the  limestone. 

Harworth. — At  the  i)resent  time  ont  of  a total  of  212 
houses,  IGO  houses  derive  their  supply  from  shallow  wells,  6 
from  deep  wells,  and  4()  houses  are  supi)lied  from  a bore  hole, 
wldch  has  been  sunk  duriug  the  i)ast  year  by  Messrs.  The 
Harworth  Main  Colliery  CV>.,  Ltd.,  for  siii)plying  the  whole  of 
the  i)roposed  Colliery  Village  when  erected.  An  analysis  of 
tlie  water  from  the  bore  hole  has  been  made,  and  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  the  total  hardness  is  21  * 1 degrees,  having 
7 ’ 20  degrees  j)ermanent  and  12  • 80  degrees  tenqiorary 
hardness. 

It  is  anticipated  that,  as  a result  of  the  Collierv  sinking, 
a su})})ly  of  water  will  have  to  be  made  for  the  houses  now 
being  sui)plied  by  shallow  wells,  in  addition  to  the  houses 
proposed  to  be  erected,  and  negotiations  are  now  proceeding 
wdth  the  Colliery  Co.,  with  a vieAV  to  carrying  this  into  effect. 
The  sup})ly  from  the  waterworks  is  constant. 

Hodsock. — The  estimated  number  of  houses  in  this  Parish 
is  46.  The  water  supply  tor  the  whole  of  this  is  obtained  from 
shallow  wells. 

Styrmp-with-Oldcotes.— The  source  of  the  supply  for  the 
whole  of  the  houses  is  from  shallow  wells,  the  number  of 
houses  being  146. 

Wallingwells. — The  source  of  the  sup])ly  for  the  whole  of 
the  houses  is  fi'oni  shallow  wells,  the  number  of  houses  being*  6. 

Carburton,  Holbeck,  Nortonj  Welbeck,  and  Woodhouse 

Hall. — The  water  supplied  to  the  majority  ot  the  houses  in 
tliese  Parishes  is  olitaiued  from  a deep  well  belonging  to  His 
Grace  the  l)uke  of  Portland,  the  (piality  of  whicli  is  good,  and 
the  ([iiautity  sufficient. 

4 hei“e  are  in  these  Parishes  216  houses,  199  ot  which  are 
supplied  from  a private  dee])  well,  and  17  from  shallow  wells. 

1 he  su])])ly  from  the  dee])  well  is  constant. 

1 he  de])t]i  of  the  well  is  about  85  feet,  which  is  fed  from 
a s])ring. 

The  volume  ])uni])ed  daily  is  150,000  gallons. 

Nether  Langwith.— Tn  this  Parish  the  water  is  derived 
from  two  ])rivate  dee])  wells  belonging  to  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Portlaiid  and  the  Collierv  Company  res])ectively,  86  houses 
are  sup])lied  by  the  Colliery  C'o.,  and  66  houses  from  deep 
well  belonging  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portliind. 
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The  supply,  which  is  good,  is  coiisiaiit. 

Guckney. — The  supply  for  this  Parish  is  derived  from 
8])riugs,  the  water  being  raised  by  water-wlieel  to  reservoir, 
ca])able  of  holding  60,(H)0  gallons,  from  which  it  gravitates  to 
the  whole  of  the  houses  within  this  Parish. 

The  supply  is  constant. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  water  in  the  District  being  con- 
taminated bv  lead. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  little,  if  any,  pollution  of  the  Pivers  and  Streams. 
]No  comi)laints  have  reached  me  during  tlie  year. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  only  Parishes  within  the  District  for  which  proper- 
sewage  disi)osal  schemes  are  in  operation  are  at  Nether 
Lang  with,  Norton,  Welbeck,  and  Harworth.  This  will  be 
dealt  with  in  detail  later  on. 


In  ])ractically  the  whole  of  the  Parishes  the  modern  pipe 
sewer  has  been  introduced  to  take  the  place  of  old  brick 
culverts,  which  have  been  abolished.  There  still  remain 
certain  lengths  on  the  North  Side  of  the  District. 


Speaking  generally,  on  the  whole  of  the  South  Side  of  the 
District  the  system  of  sewerage  and  drainage  is  moderately 
good. 


At  AVellieck,  Holbeck,  and  Woodhouse  Hall,  th  e sewage 
receives  treatment  before  discharging  into  the  stream. 

At  Langwith,  of  102  houses,  the  sewage  from  06  is  treated 
at  Sewage  H orks  outside  this  District,  where  irrigation  and 
filtration  are  in  use. 


At  Norton,  the  whole  of  the  sewage  gravitates  to  a.  septic 
tank  from  which  the  liquid  flows  into  an  adjoining  streani. 

T lie  sewage  from  Cuckney  is  treated  in  a similar  manner. 

x\t  C arburton,  the  houses  are  spread  over  a very  large 
area,  and  the  houses  are  wide  apart,  with  the  result  that  the 
cesspool  is  in  use.  It  might  be  pointed  out,  however,  that 
in  the  Parishes  where  the  sewage  is  not  properly  treated  that 
water  closets  are  practically  non-existent,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  only  liquid  which  is  likely  to  gain  access  to  the  water 
courses  is  the  liquid  conveyed  by  the  sewers  from,  the  roofs, 
backyards,  ^nk-waste,  etc.,  so  that  there  is  no  excrementitioiis 
matter  to  be  dealt  with. 
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Dealing'  with  the  Xorth  side  of  the  District  at  Carlton, 
this  Parish  is  in  need  of  iini)roveinent  because  the  sewers  are 
defective,  and  the  water  sui)ply  is  derived  from  surface  wells, 
the  danger  of  pollution  of  the  water  from  the  fissures  in  the 
limestone  rock  being  great. 

Hodsock. — The  liouses  in  this  Parish  are  scattered  and 
wide  apart,  and  the  cesspool  is  in  strong  evidence,  it  being  tlie 
only  means  available  under  the  circumstances. 

Biyth. — Certain  sections  of  the  sewer  in  this  Parish,  in 
jiiy  opinion,  recxuire  relaying,  and  the  existing  brick  sewers 
abolishing,  and  earthenware  pipes  substituting  therefor. 
Although  an  adequate  supply  of  water  is  available,  there  are 
only  three  water  closets  in  the  Parish.  The  wliole  of  the 
sewage  is  passed' through  tanks  before  it  is  discharged  into  tlie 
stream. 

Oldcotes-With-Styrrup. — There  are  certain  short  lengths 
of  main  sewers  which  require  abolishing  and  re-placing  by 
earthenware  pipes.  This  work  has  been  held  over  pending 
development  of  the  District  consequent  upon  the  sinking  of 
Collieries  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  At  present,  no  water 
closets  are  in  use,  so  that  the  only  matters  discharged  into  tlie 
water  courses  are  the  liquids  conveyed  by  the  drains  from 
backyards,  roofs,  and  sinks. 

In  the  latter  named  Parish  a modern  sewer  has  been  con- 
structed during  recent  years,  and  in  the  event  of  the  Council’s 
housing  scheme  being  carried  into  eifect  the  short  remaining 
length  of  defective  sewer  will  be  done  away  with  and  replaced 
with  earthenware  pipes. 

Tliis  sewer  extension  has  already  received  the  approval 
of  the  Council  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  is  being  defer- 
red, pending  tlie  decision  of  the  Ministry  regarding  the  lious- 
ing  scheme. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in  the  near  future 
sewage  disposal  schemes  will  become  necessary  in  these  Parish- 
es, })roviding  the  development  of  the  coal  field  in  Xortli  Xotts. 
takes  place,  as  anticipated,  and  immediately  tlie  circumstances 
recpiire  sucli  a course  to  be  adopted,  tlie  Council  will  deal  with 
the  matter. 

Harworth. — The  character  of  this  Parish  is  rapidly  chang- 
ing from  agriculture  to  mining. 

In  the  hamlet  of  Martin  to  the  Xortli  there  are  abonT  IG 
houses,  which  are  situate  jiractically  on  the  boundary  of  the 
West  Piding  of  Yorkshire.  iMost  of  these  houses  are  provided 
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with  water  closets,  and  tlie  sewage  is  dealt  with  hy  agreeiueiii 
witk  the  Doncaster  IDiral  District  ('oiiiicil  at  their  ScAvage 
Disposal  Woi'ks  at  Dawtry. 

ddie  sewers  in  the  village  of  Harworth  have  during  recent 
years  been  i-ec-onstmcted.  The  sewage,  after  i)assing  through 
tanks,  is  discharged  into  stream  adjac'cnt,  and  owing  to  the 
absence  of  excremeiititious  matter,  the  drains  conAX'ying  sur- 
face water  only,  no  nuisance  is  created. 

Tn  connection  witli  the  houses  and  te]ni)orary  dwellings 
Avhich  lunm  been  erected  by  the  Colliery  Co.  during  the  past 
year,  the  foianer  are  provided  with  baths  and  water  closets 
and  sewers  laid  Avhicli  conA’ey  the  Avhole  of  the  sewage  to 
septic  tank  and  filter. 

This  se})tic  tank  and  filter  has  been  designed  and  made 
c-apable  of  treating  the  seAvage  from  approximately  90 — 100 
house's,  and  has  been  constructed  by’  the  Colliery  Co.  as  a 
temporary  means  of  dealing  Avith  the  seAvage  from  the  houses 
erected  and  to  be  erected  pending  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Council’s  scAvage  scheme  for  the  Avhole  of  the  proposed  new 
Aullage  Avbich,  I understand,  Avill  luiAm  not  less  than  1,450 
bouses. 

Ivegarding  the  tem])orary  dAvellings,  pan  closets  are  in 
A'ogue  here,  and  the  li([uid  Avaste  is  coiiAmyed  to  septic  tank 
and  filter  before  gaining  access  to  the  (’ounciTs  seAverage 
system . 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  folloAving  list  giA'es  the  particulars  of  the  closet 
accommodation  in  the  Axirious  Parishes  : — 


Parish.  Ashes 

and  Privies.  Pan 

Closets. 

Water  Closets. 

Norton  

60 

p 

O 

CuckneA'  

. 82  ... 

!..  5 

Hoibeciv  

. 47  ... 

— 

...  20 

AYoodhouse  Hall  

. 40  . . . 

— 

...  ^ 

JjangAAuth  

. 66 

46 

24 

Dlvtii  

. 145  ... 

r) 

AVelbeck  

Carlton  

. 198 

20 

...  52 

4 

Carburton  

. 46  ... 

1 

Hai'Avorth  

. 144 

42 

. . . 40 

Oldcotes  and  Styrrup  .. 
Wallin gAvells  

. 146  ... 

5 ... 

Hodsock  

. 40  ... 

— 



Tor  reasons  already  stated,  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
sanitary  conveniences  in  the  North  portion  of  the  District  aaTII 
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1)0  converted  to  tlie  water  carriage  s^nsteni  in  the  immediate 
tuini'e,  Imt  tlds  depends  entirely  upon  the  (piestion  of  water 
supply,  and  i)roviding  an  ade(j[uate  supply  of  water  is  made, 
conversion  will  follow  as  a matter  of  course. 

SCAVENCSNC. 

Tlie  only  three  Parishes  within  the  District  where 
scavenging  is  undertaken  by  this  Council  are  Dlyth,  Carlton, 
and  INorton. 

In  these  Parishes  tlie  privy  middens  are  dealt  with 
(luarterly  (or  oftener  if  occasion  reciuires),  and  pail  closets 
weekly  (or  oftener  as  occasion  recpiires),  as,  tor  instance,  at 
schools,  where  the  work  is  undertaken  twice  weekly. 

Owing  to  the  method  of  collection,  movable  ashbins  are 
not  suitable,  and  1 am  not  aware  of  any  being  substituted  tor 
fixed  receptacles. 

Ill  tlie  remaining  Parishes  the  duty  of  scavenging 
devolves  upon  the  tenant,  and  as  a result  of  a systematic 
insi)ection  by  the  Inspecto]',  it  is  possible  lo  see  that  this  work 
receives  iiroper  attention. 

In  connection  with  most  of  the  houses,  a fairly  large  area 
of  land  is  available,  so  that  the  contents  of  the  privy  middens 
are  used  tor  manurial  purposes,  and  generally  without  the 
creation  of  a nuisance. 

Proposals  have  been  submitted  to  two  Ihirish  Councils 
during  the  year  for  the  work  of  scavenging  being  carried  out 
by  the  District  C'ouncil,  but  such  proposals  were  unsympathet- 
ically met,  tlie  1‘eason  being,  no  doubt,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
tenants  reijuire  the  whole  of  the  refuse  for  use  in  connection 
with  cultivation  of  their  own  garden  plots. 

PREMISES  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  GAN  BE 

CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

The  only  premises  within  the  District  which  may  be 
controlled  by  Dyelaws  or  Eegulations  are  slaughter-liouses. 

Xo  Dyelaws  or  Eegulations  for  regulating  the  conduct  of 
tliis  business  are  in  operation,  but  it  might  be  said,  that 
tlirough  systematic  insiiection  and  the  willingness  on  tlie  part 
of  tlie  ])arties  concerned,  the  standard  reijuired  in  the  Model 
vdanvs  and  Eegulations  are  uii’^ariably  attained  without 
coercive  measures  being  adopted. 

Idiere  are  no  iinblic  abattoirs. 

Idiere  are  no  otfensive  trades,  houses  let  in  lodgings,  nor 
underground  sleejiing  rooms  within  the  District. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  in  the  Disirict  are  mostly  small,  tlie  hiiihliiigs 
bein^’  old. 

The  imspeetioii  of  school  children  is  carried  out  by  the 
Countv  Council. 

The  school  premises  have  been  inspected  from  time  to 
time,  either  by  myself  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  Ilesley  on 
account  of  measles  during*  September;  also  at  Carlton  and 
Blyth  for  the  same  cause  during  April. 

FOOD. 

The  food  supi)ly  of  the  District  is  good.  Ao  unsound 
food  has  been  exposed  for  sale  to  my  knowledge, 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  of  your  District  is  chiefly  taken  from  the 
local  dairymen,  but  there  are  also  several  important  dairies 
in  your  District  which  supply  milk  to  Worksop,  Creswell,  and 
other  Districts  outside  this  area. 

These  dairies  are  inspected  by  your  Inspector  of  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds,  and  a \ eterinary  Inspector  employed  by  yon 
also  examines  the  cows  to  see  that  they  are  free  from  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder,  etc. 

The  premises  are  found  to  be  clean  and  well  kept.  These 
buildings  have  been  improved  considerably  of  late  years,  and 
the  more  important  are  well  cared  tor. 

Milk  (Motliers  and  Children)  Order,  1920.  Ao  iieces- 
:sitous  cases  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  during  the 
year,  and,  therefore,  no  action  lias  been  taken  in  respect  of 
this  matter. 

MEAT. 

Your  Inspector  pays  systematic  visits  to  the  slaughter- 
houses within  the  District,  and  examines  every  carcase  exposed 
for  sale. 

The  onlv  diseased  meat  met  with  during  the  year  under 
review  was  a beast’s  liver,  which  the  owner  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 

The  slaughter-houses  to  the  number  of  9,  appear  to  be 
well  conducted,  and  the  occupiers  appear  anxious  to  carry  out 
any  reasoirable  requireiuent  witli  a view  to  promoting 
cleanliness,  and  keeping  the  business  tree  from  nuisance. 
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INTo  public  abattoir  has  been  established  iii  the  District, 
and  the  Inspector- usually  arranges  the  time  of  Ids  visits  so 
as  to  coincide  with  the  time  of  slaiigliter. 

iNo  unsound  meat  lias  been  seized  nor  condemned  under 
Section  117  of  the  ihiblic  Health  Act,  1875,  and  no  carcases 
or  i)arts  of  carcases  have  been  condejiined  for  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  tlie  District  is  as 
follows 

111  1014.  Ill  January,  lO'di).  In  December,  1020. 
Registered  ...  8 8 8 

Licensed  ...  1 

8 8 9 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  where  food  is 
prepared,  stored,  or  ex])osed  for  sale,  is  periodically  insiiected, 
and  it  is  found  that  the  ])akehouses  receive  jiroper  attention, 
but  the  most  satistactorv  results  cannot  be  obtained  until 

f. 

watei'  in  sufficient  ijuantities  is  available  for  tlie  substitution 
of  water  closets  foi-  existing  privy  middens  at  all  xdaces  where 
food  is  jirexiared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  contamination  bv  flies  conveving  excreniental  tilth  to 
bread,  milk,  meat,  or  any  kind  of  food. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirteen  cases  of  Xotitiable  Disease  were  reiiorteT  during 
the  year,  namely:  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4;  Scarlet  Lever, 
5;  Diphtheria,  4.  In  addition  to  these,  an  ejiidemic  of 
Measles  occurred  in  the  following  xiarishes : Dlyth,  Carlton, 
and  the  hamlet  of  Ileslev. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Prior  to  the  xieriod  during  which  this  reiiort  relates,  the 
duties  under  this  heading  were  undertaken  by  this  Council, 
but  since  January,  1929,  this  work  has  been  undertaken  by 
the  Countv  Council. 

t 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Staff. — The  only  official  in  addition  to  myself  resjionsible 
for  Public  Health  Administration  is  your  lnsx)ector  of 
Auisauces,  whose  duties  are  those  xirescribed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 
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A Joint  Hosi)ital  (the  Worksop  and  JUyth  and  Cucdaiey 
Joint  Hospital)  is  available  tor  tlie  treatment  ot  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  is  situated  within  tlie  Councirs  District  in  the 
Parish  ot  Carlton,  beino-  a distaiu'c  ot  about  J miles  from  tlie 
Urban  District  ot  Workso]). 

The  Hospiial  consists  ot  two  bloidvs,  the  Scarlet  Fever 
JCard  bavinp'  accommodation  tor  Pd  beds,  and  tlie  Diphtheria 
Ward,  accommodation  tor  4 beds. 

Jdie  accommodation  available  has,  at  all  times,  been 
found  to  be  sutticient. 

A Small-pox  Hospital  is  availalde,  having'  accommodation 
ot  dJ  beds.  This  building  is  situate  at  Kilton  Hill,  in  the 
I^rban  District  ot  Worksop.  A Sanatorium  is  also  established 
liere. 


A Thresh' s 
Hospital. 


Disinfector  is  installed  at  the  Isolation 


HOUSiNG. 

Although  the  Council  and  their  Officials  have  exerted 
every  endeavour  to  carry  into  effect  the  CounciPs  proposals 
for  the  provision  ot  liouses  in  tlie  various  Parishes  where  it 
had  been  decided  the  need  existed,  I regret  that  at  the  time 
of  the  preparation  ot  tliis  report  there  appears  to  be  every 
indication  that  the  scheme  is  dormant. 

In  my  previous  re])ort,  it  will  be  remembered  that  as  a 
result  of  a thorough  investigation  being  made  througliout  the 
District,  it  was  decided  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  erection 
ot  houses  in  the  following  Parislies,  namely: — ■ 


Ply  til  ...  ...  ...  6 

C'arlton  ...  ...  ...  dJ 

Cucknev  ...  ...  ...  IT 

laingwith  ...  ...  10 

Oldcotes  ...  ...  6 

Styrru})  ...  ...  ...  G 


TTiis  decision  was  arrived  at  and  communicated  to  the 
Housing  Commissionei',  so  long  agf)  as  September,  1919. 

Ill  the  case  of  Plyth,  upon  Major  Willey,  of  Blyth  Hall, 
being  communicated  with  regarding  the  purchase  by  the 
Council  ot  a strip  ot  laud  required  tor  a housing  site,  he 
signified  his  williuguiess  to  relieve  the  Council  of  their  obliga- 
tions in  this  particular  Parisli  by  erecting  six  houses  at  his 
own  expense’?  This  matter  was  fully  considered,  whereupon 
it  was  decided  to  request  him  to  give  an  undertaking  to  carry 


\ 
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out  the  work  within  a si)ecifie(l  j)erio(l,  and  to  enter  into  a 
provisional  contract  tor  the  purchase  of  tlie  land  recpiired  by 
the  Council,  tlie  latter  hein«*  recpiired  so  tliat  should  the  under- 
taking he  not  complied  witli,  tlie  Council  would  be  in  a position 
to  proceed  with  the  work  without  delay. 

The  result  of  tliis  arrangement  is,  that  at  the  moment, 
four  of  the  liouses  are  nearing  comidetion,  the  work  being 
unavoidably  delayed  owing  to  tlie  difficulty  experienced  in 
obtaining  certain  building  materials. 

At  Cuckney  and  Langwith  a certain  amount  of  delay  was 
occasioned  owing  to  the  difficulty  expeiienced  in  negotiating 
for  the  purcliase  of  the  huid  required. 

The  services  of  an  Architect  were  engaged  for  the  prepar- 
ation of  plans,  s])ecifications,  etc.,  and  tenders  for  the  erection 
of  60  houses  were  accepted  in  August,  1920. 

It  will  be  seen,  tlierefore,  that  practically  tAvelve  months 
have  elapsed  since  the  incei)tion  of  tlie  scheme  to  the  date  of 
the  acceptance  of  tenders. 

The  nature  of  the  work  done  during  this  period,  I am 
aware,  is  such  that  a certain  time  must  necessarily  elajise 
before  a definite  settlement  could  be  made,  as,  for  instance, 
the  delay  which  resulted  from  the  opposition  raised  in  con- 
nection with  the  selection  of  sites  at  Cuckney  and  Aether 
Langwith,  but  even  taking  all  this  into  account,  I venture  to 
suggest  that  these  matters  could  have  been  more  expeditiously 
carried  out.  In  August,  1920,  the  Housing  Commissioner 
was  informed  that  the  tender  of  Messrs.  L.  Hopkinson  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Worksop,  had  been  accepted,  and  since  that  date, 
I understand,  the  Architect  and  Contractor  have,  at  the  request 
of  the  Housing  Commissioner,  been  engaged  in  reducing  the 
contract  figure  so  as  to  bring  the  same  in  line  with  the  cost  of 
buildings  being  erected  in  other  localities. 

1 understand  that  the  contract  price  for  the  erection  of 
houses  within  this  District  is  in  excess  of  the  prices  ruling  in 
the  Commissioner’s  Division,  and  that  this  is  accounted  tor 
partly  owing  to  the  long  distance  between  the  Hailway  and 
the  sites,  the  cost  of  cartage  being  consecpiently  higher,  and 
that  also  jiractically  the  whole  of  the  men  engaged  upon  the 
work  of  building  will  be  i‘e(|uired  to  be  conA^et’ed  to  and  from 
Avork,  the  time  taken  in  being  coinv^yed  being  reckoned  as 
Avorking  time. 

It  will  be  readilv  seen  tliat  such  circumstances  as  exist 
in  this  District  in  relation  to  transport  facilities  are  likely  to 
result  in  a greater  exjienditure  on  account  of  additional 
haulage. 
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AVitli  a view  to  reducing*  the  cost  of  the  buildings, 
alternative  schemes  of  sewage  disposal  liave  been  prepared  by 
your  Surveyor  and  submitted  to  the  responsible  Authority, 
and  although,  as  previously  stated,  the  contract  was  accepted 
in  August  last,  the  position  at  present  is  that  the  matter  is 
still  being  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  lii  Agri- 
cultural Districts,  where  the  rate  of  wages  is  appreciably 
lower  than  in  industrial  centres,  it  appears  1o  me  that  it  is  not 
a wise  policy  to  erec't  houses  at  the  })resent  time,  owing  to  the 
abnormal  cost,  inasmuch  as  the  persons  for  whom  they  are 
})rimarily  erected  will  not  be  in  a position  to  atiord  to  pay  an 
economic  rental,  conse([uently , the  only  person  who  will  be  in 
a position  to  afford  the  rents  will  be  those  engaged  in  ^in 
industry  other  than  Agriculture. 

As  this  District  is  for  all  practical  puri)oses  entirely  Agri- 
cultural in  character,  my  point  will  become  clear,  namely, 
that  the  houses  erected  by  this  Authority  will,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  be  let,  if  and  when  erected,  to  persons  engaged  in 
employment  outside  the  District. 


Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  houses  can  be 
erected  in  industrial  centres,  or  within  a reasonable  distance, 
at  a less  cost  than  in  an  Agricultural  District,  owing  to  the 
elimination  of  extraordinary  transi)ort  charges,  it  appears 
anything  but  reasonable  to  me  to  propose  the  erection  of 
houses  in  scattered  Districts  tor  the  puri)ose  of  housing  those 
engaged  in  industries  in  adjoining  Parishes,  and  the  most 
economical  method  of  dealing  with  tliis  ([uestion  is,  in  my 
opinion,  for  Jiouses  to  be  erected  where  the  cost  of  erection  is 
more  reasonable,  and  where  tlie  nature  of  tlie  employment  will 
enable  the  persons  to  afford  to  occupy  same.  By  this  means, 
the  annual  loss  to  the  State  would  be  considerably  reduced, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  would  have  tlie  effect  of,  in  this 
District  at  any  rate,  and  I do  not  suppose  it  differs  greatly  from 
otlier  Eural  areas,  rendering  the  liouses  available  for  those 
engaged  in  the  industry  of  the  Parish  or  District. 


1 still  adhere  to  the  views  expressed  when  the  housing 
question  was  introduced,  namely,  that  tlie  shortage  of  houses 
within  this  District  resulted  through  the  occupation  of 
premises  by  tenants  whose  employment  was  outside  the  area, 
and  that  on  this  account  the  houses  which  are  reijuired  for  the 
workers  engaged  in  the  District  were  not  now  available. 


This  state  of  affairs  is  the  result  of  Colliery  developments 
in  the  immediate  adjoining  Parishes,  those  previously  engaged 
in  Agriciiltui’e  having  gone  over  to  a more  remunerative 
employment,  and  owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommodation  in 
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the  adjoining  Districds,  liave  retained  occiix)ation  of  tlie 
j)remises  wliicdi  were  ordinarily  provided  tor  them  whilst 
engaged  in  Agriculture. 

BYELAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  HOUSES  LET  IN 

LODGINGS,  AND  TO  TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

Tliere  has  been  no  occasion  to  suggest  the  adoption  of 
ityelaws  relating  to  liouses,  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to 
tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  as  the  wliole  of  the  existing  habita- 
tions are  constructed  eitlier  of  stone  or  brick,  witli  the 
excex)tion  of  two  temporary  wooden  erections  which  are  being 
used  as  temx)orary  dwellings,  and  up  to  the  present,  the  powers 
already  ])ossesse(l  by  the  Council  have  l)een  sufficient  to  secure 
the  X)roj)er  sanitary  condition  of  all  premises  within  the  area. 

Should  circumstances  arise  which  would  render  the 
adoption  of  Jlyelaws  for  promoting  cleanliness  in  vans,  tents, 
sheds,  etc.,  desiral)le,  the  necessary  steps  would  be  taken  in 
the  matter. 


Appendices. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  STATISTICS, 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 


1.— GENERAL. 


a) 

(2) 

(d) 

(d) 

(h) 

(6) 

(T) 


Ikstimated  population,  5,219. 

(feneral  death-rate,  14-4;  llirth-rate,  22  • 6. 
Death-rate  from  tuberculosis,  -2. 

Infantile  mortality,  74  jier  1,000  births. 

A umber  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes,  1,147. 
A umber  of  working-cdass  dwelling-houses,  1,009. 
A^umher  of  new  working-cdass  houses  erected,  45. 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


Inspection. 

(1)  Total  numbei'  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (undei*  Ihihlic  Health  or  Housing  xActs),  120. 

(2)  Auniber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  insiiected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Insiiection  of  District)  Hegula- 
tions,  1910,  41 . 
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(f{)  Xinnber  of  dwelliog-iiouses  found  to  be  in  a slate  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  liuniau 
liabitation,  1. 

(4)  Number  of  (hveliing-houses  (exelusive  of  tliose 
referred  to  under  the  preceding*  sub-lieading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  tit  for  human  liabitation,  12. 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defectiye  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consecpience  of  informal  action  l)y  tlie  Local  Autliority  or 
their  officers,  12. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied,  3. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

(a)  bj  owners,  3. 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  nil. 


TABLE  II. 

BLYTH  AND  CUCKNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infections  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1920. 
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In  conclusion,  1 wisli  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
unfailing'  kindness  am]  courtesy;  to  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Hewitt, 
also,  1 am  deei)ly  indebted  for  his  invaluable  help  tbroug'bout 
the  year.  Although  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Clint,  lias 
not  been  with  the  C'ouncil  for  many  months,  be  has  carried  out 
bis  duties  to  mv  entire  satisfaction. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  WOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 

For  the  Year,  1920* 


(jeiitleii)en, 

1 have  pleasure  in  preseutino-  this,  niy  Report  for  the 
year,  1920.  1 was  only  appointed  in  the  month  of  August, 

iuid  J am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  E.  llewilt  and  my  predecessor, 
Mr.  Rlewes,  for  particulars  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year. 

A regular  inspection  of  the  ffistrict  has  been  made  to 
ascertain  its  sanitary  condition,  and  the  undermentioned 
nuisances  have  been  found  to  exist,  arising  from  tlie  following 
causes  : — • 

Defective  yard  paving,  0. 

Drains  made  up  and  defective,  14. 

Dampness  in  rooms,  2. 

Accumulation  of  offensive  material,  G. 

Privy  midden  and  ashi)its  retjuiring  emidying,  Gl. 

Insanitary  privy  middens  and  aslipits,  G. 

Insanitary  pan  closets,  1. 

Improperly  trajiped  gullies,  8. 

Pig-keeping,  1. 

Insanitary  cesspools,  2. 

Slaughter-houses,  cow-slieds,  and  workshops  requiring 
lime-washing,  12. 

House  in  dirty  condition,  1. 

Pumps  out  of  reqiair,  5. 

Twenty-eight  iireliminary  notices  and  three  statutory 
notices  have  been  served,  in  addition  to  forty  verbal  notices 
given  at  tlie  time  of  insi)ection. 

Practically  the  whole  of  these  nuisances  have  been  abated. 
With  resiiect  to  tliose  outstanding,  undertakings  have  been 
given  to  Imve  such  works  carried  out  as  are  necessary  to 
the  matters  in  order,  witliout  delay. 

DAIRIES,  COW-SHEDS,  AND  MILK-SHOPS. 

The  Cow-sheds  in  the  District  are  located  as  follows: — 
Dlyth,  1;  Cuckney,  IG  ; Cailton,  8:  Carhurton,  1;  Yorton,  2 ; 
Imngwith,  4;  llolheck,  () ; ITarworth,  8;  Ilodsock,  1. 

Tliese  ])reniises  liave  been  inspected  jieriodically.  In 
many  cases  the  lime-washing  had  been  neglected,  but  the 
owners,  after  having  their  attention  drawn  to  the  matter, 
(airried  out  the  work  without  tlie  serving  of  notices  being 
necessary. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORK-SHOPS. 

Tliere  are  no  factories  in  tlie  District,  and  the  work-shops 
total  27,  made  up  as  follows: — Dlacksniiths,  8;  Joiners,  5; 
Bootmakers,  5 ; Cycle  Dealers,  2 ; Bailors,  1 ; Dressmakers,  2 ; 
Basket-makers,  i;  Bakehouses,  2;  Saddlers,  1. 

The  inspection  sliowed  that  the  work-shops  were  kept  in 
a (dean  and  sanitary  condition. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


The  liumber  of  slaugditer-houses  witliin  the  District  is  as 
follows: — Carlton,  8;  Cuckney,  1;  Oldcotes,  1;  Blyth,  3; 
Langwith,  1.  (8  registered  and  1 licensed.) 

1 am  able  to  rei)ort  that  these  places  are  kept  in  a very 
clean  condition.  TT-e(|uent  inspections  have  been  made,  and 
as  far  as  wuis  possible,  the  time  chosen  tor  the  inspection  was 
when  the  slaughtering  \vas  taking  place.  Every  facility  was 
given  by  the  butchers  tor  the  examination  of  carcases. 

Un  one  occasion  a portion  of  tlie  carcase  of  a beast  was 
condemned  as  being  unfit  tor  human  food. 


Several  of  these  buildings  are,  in  my  opinion,  situated 
too  near  dwellings,  l)ut  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  occupiers, 
this  disadvantage  is  practically  overcome  on  account  of  every 
precaution  being  taken  to  keep  them  tree  from  any  nuisance. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Thirteen  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred  during 
the  year,  as  under : — • 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Tuberculosis. 

Blyth  — 2 — 

Carlton  — - ' — 1 

Cuckney  — 1 2 

Holbeck  — 1 — 

Har worth  1 — — 


Oldcotes  — - — 1 

Styrrup  T — — 


Six  of  the  above  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  treatment.  Two  of  the  above  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  for  treatment. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Owing  to  the  slow  progress  of  the  Housing  Schemes  which 
the  Coinicil  have  in  hand  in  the  Parishes  of  Carlton,  Cuckney, 
Langwith,  Oldcotes,  and  Styrrup,  it  has  not  been  founci 
possible  to  go  forward  as  rapidly  as  desired  with  the  many 
improvements  whicii  are  rec^uired  with  regard  to  existing 
housing  conditions. 
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Under  the  above  Act,  31  liouses  liave  been  re-inspected, 
and  in  cases  where  houses  are  ear-marked  for  being*  closed, 
notices  were  served  on  the  owners  requiring  them  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  repairs,  having’  regard  to  the  fact,  that  when 
new  liouses  have  been  built,  these  will  be  condemned  and 
closed. 

With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  houses  in  which 
'defects  were  found  to  exist,  the  notices  served  regarding  them 
have,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  been  complied  with. 

The  nuisances  and  detects  found  to  exist  during  the  course 
of  inspection  made  under  the  above  Act  are  included  under 
the  heading  ‘^Auisaiices”  in  this  Report. 

SCAVENGING. 

In  the  Parishes  of  Blyth,  Carlton,  and  Norton,  the 
scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  through  contractors, 
and  in  the  remaining  Parishes  privately,  usually  by  the 
tenant,  and  in  some  cases  by  the  landlord. 

Rejieated  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  Parishes 
where  the  Council  have  not  undertaken  the  work  of  removal 
regarding  privy  middens  and  ashes-pits,  and  it  has  been 
necessary  in  many  instances  to  request  the  occupiers  to  empty 
and  cleanse  them. 

Complaints  were  received  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
regarding  the  Scavenging  Contractor  at  Blyth  and  Carlton 
failing  to  empty  certain  })an  closets,  etc.,  which  apparently 
resulted  through  no  proper  arrangement  being’  made  by  him 
for  the  systematic  emptying. 

T1  lis  Contractor  has  since  terminated  his  contracts,  and 
new  ones  have  been  entered  into. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  since  the  new 
Contractors  undertook  the  work. 

Se  veral  inspections  have  been  made  of  tlie  various  privy 
middens  and  ashes-pits,  the  emptying  and  cleansing  of  which 
they  are  responsible  tor,  and  they  appear  to  be  receiving 
proper  attention. 

The  pan  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  and  the  privy  middens 
and  ashes-pits  quarterly,  or  oftener,  if  required  by  the  occupier 
of  the  premises. 

I am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  FLINT,  C.R.  San.  Inst., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


